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The American Mobile Telecommunications Association, Inc. ("AMTA" or
" Association"), by its attorneys, and in response to the Federal Communications Commission
("FCC" or "Commission") invitation, respectfully submits its Comments in the above-entitled
proceeding.! AMTA supports the Part 90 streamlining proposals identified in the PCIA Letter
as a limited, but nonetheless useful, step toward eliminating unnecessary or even counter-
productive regulatory burdens. However, to the extent that the Commission’s limited resources
and myriad obligations require it, like all organizations, to prioritize the activities it is able to
undertake, the Association urges the FCC to focus its efforts first on broader deregulatory
initiatives such as those under consideration in WT Docket No. 98-100.2

I INTRODUCTION

1. AMTA is a nationwide, non-profit trade association dedicated to the
interests of the specialized wireless communications industry. The Association’s members
include trunked and conventional 800 MHz and 900 MHz Specialized Mobile Radio ("SMR")
service operators, licensees of wide-area SMR systems, and commercial licensees in the 220
MHz and 450-512 MHz bands. The operations of these licensees are governed under Part 90
of the FCC’s Rules and would be benefitted by the streamlining of those requirements as
proposed by PCIA. Thus, the Association has an interest in the outcome of this proceeding.

II. DISCUSSION

2. The instant proposal was submitted by PCIA subsequent to the Commission’s

denial of that association’s request for extensive forbearance relief for broadband Personal

! Public Notice, Wireless Bureau Seeks Comment on July 31, 1998 Letter from Personal

Communications Industry Association Proposing Streamlining of Wireless Regulations (rel. Aug.
21, 1998) ("PCIA Letter").

2 Memorandum Opinion and Order and Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, WT Docket No.
98-100 (rel. July 2, 1998) ("Further Forbearance Proceeding").




Communications Services ("PCS").®> The Letter reiterated PCIA’s disappointment that the
Commission found itself unable to support a Section 10 forbearance approach in respect to any
of the areas addressed in PCIA’s original request.

3. AMTA shares that disappointment. As described in its Comments in the Further
Forbearance Proceeding, the Association is persuaded that the standard for relief enacted by
Congress is more than adequate to support a finding that forbearance is warranted for a broad
panoply of CMRS regulatory obligations. AMTA encourages the Commission to complete its
action on the Further Forbearance Proceeding as expeditiously as possible, and to retain only
those requirements actually needed to protect consumer interests that currently are, or reasonably
would be expected to be, inadequately protected by marketplace competition.*

4. The relief requested by PCIA herein is substantially more limited. The PCIA
Letter proposes elimination or streamlining of regulatory obligations applicable to various
wireless services, and divides its recommendations into three categories: rule changes that
already have been subject to comment in the FCC’s Universal Licensing System ("ULS")
proceeding,’ administrative rules which may be changed without notice and comment, and rule
changes that may be changed or eliminated only after public notice and comment.

5. AMTA supports the Part 90 streamlining proposed in the Letter.® To the extent

3 Memorandum Opinion and Order, FCC 98-134 (July 2, 1998) ("Forbearance Denial").
Although PCIA requested forbearance for broadband PCS licensees only, AMTA and other

parties urged the FCC to extend its consideration to other Commercial Mobile Radio Services
("CMRS") such as SMR and other Part 90 carriers.

* See AMTA Comments, WT Docket No. 98-100, filed Aug. 3, 1998.

> Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, WT Docket No. 98-20, FCC 98-25 (rel. Apr. 7, 1998)
("ULS Proceeding").

® AMTA’s position herein addresses only two-way Part 90 radio systems, not paging

operations. The Association takes no position on the appropriateness of the streamlining
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these changes can be implemented promptly and without diverting personnel and resources from
other, more vital deregulatory efforts, doing so could have only a salutary effect. Unlike the
forbearance relief requested by AMTA and others in the Further Forbearance Proceeding, as
well as in other, outstanding FCC rulemakings, adoption of the instant PCIA proposals are likely
to have little, if any, impact on the operator’s ability to provide competitive services to
customers or positively affect its bottom line. Nonetheless, it is always appropriate to clear out
"regulatory underbrush", particularly in light of the ever-increasing number of federal and state
obligations being imposed on even the very smallest Part 90 telecommunications carriers. In
AMTA'’s opinion, favorable action on the PCIA Letter will do little to shift the current
imbalance between regulatory requirements and public interest benefits, but any paperwork relief
is better than none -- if it does not detract in any way from the Commission’s consideration of
the competition-threatening concerns raised by AMTA and other interested parties in the Further
Forbearance and other ongoing proceedings.

III. CONCLUSION

6. For the reasons set forth above, AMTA recommends that the FCC adopt rules

consistent with the PCIA Letter.

proposed for on-way or two-way paging systems.
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